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THE STRIKERS AND THE ANTI-
TRUST LAW.

General Counsei Davld Wilcox. of the

Delaware and Hudson Railroad, has given

a new turn to the coal strike hy his re¬

quest to President Rooserelt to proceed
against the strikers under th» Sherman

anti-trust law. With true legal acumen

_tr. Wilcox does not ask that the whole

United Mine Workers' Association be

brought Into court, for being an unlncor-

jorated body that course ls Impossible.
Rather. Mr. Wilcox demands that lndl-

eidual members of the Association be

eompellea to deslst from their infracture
»f the Sehrroan law. WHat infracture?

Why, slmply rcfusing to mine coaL How

to that illegal? Because coal is an articlo

ef Interstate commerce, and lf there ls

tio coal there can be no commerce ln

that article, and. therefore, says Sergeant
Buz Fuz Wilcox. "since it ls illegal to

restraln Interstate commerce in ooal, lt

ts a fortiori illegal to destroy it. which is

the obvious result of failing to mine coal."

How about the wheat fields of Kansas?

Can the Fcderal Government oompel _n-

erllllng farm hands to sow and reap _im-

ffly because Thclr failure to do so will

trsult in tho destruotlon of wheat as an

tuticle of interstate commerce?
To ask the question is enough. The

farm hand and miner are both allke free

to work or to remain ldle as they see fit.

SCeither mexnbership in a voluntary as¬

sociation nor concerted action in any

jray affoots this right to werk or not,

«. the indl-ldual chooses. Nor has the

law any machinery for compclling a man,

be he miner, mochanic or laborer, to carry

en his labor against his will. If a laborer

breaks his contract to work, well and

pood; let him answer in damages. Nay,

more, let him be enjolned from working
elsowhere in defiance of his contract. but

shall a deputy marshal or deputy sheriff,

oven where the contract for work has

been broken, lead an unwllling citizen,

pick or hoe ln hand, to mine or cornfleld,

and there exact of him a day's labor?
Certainly such has never been the spirit

or tradition of~Our law here or in Eng¬

land. No, the coal strike must be settled

by other menas than appeallng to the

President to act against Uie miners un¬

der the Sherman law, and we cannot con-

ceive that ho will for a moment entertain

any such revolutionary and far-fetched

scheme.
_._....- ;.-

THE PRESIDENT'S BLUNDER.
We are wflllng to give to President

Roosevelt full credit for good and honor-

able lntentions in his efforts to settle

tne coal strike, but we cannot but think

that the President has made a dangerous
Separturo. the evll effects of which will

be seen later on. Indeed, some of them

ere already seen. As the Washington
Post remarks: "All sorts of fantastic

and Impossible Ideas are at work ln the

public mind, and the President is ex¬

pected to take measures and to produce
results lar beyond his power and au¬

thority."
There is the trouble. The President

has lnvited the public to look to him

tor relief, and it is not surprlsing that

fantastic people should take him at his

word. 'JTue the President said to the

coal operators and Mr. Mitchell when they
met him at the White House that he

was not acting ln an official capaclty.
But he is the President, and he met these

men at thc Executive mansion, and peo¬

ple generally do not distinguish between

Koosevclt the" man and Roosevelt the

President. Moreover, in his appeal to

"Mr. Mitchell, the President did promise,
lf the men should return to work, to take

¦up The whole question ln an official way

*nd appoint a commission to investigate
and report conditions, with a view to

redressmg the wrongs of which the

etrikers complaln.
We think that the President has set

& dangerous precedent. Hercafter, when-
ever there ls a strike of national im-

pcriancc. will not the sti'ikers or the

people appeal to the President to settle it?

fpid ir tne President undertakes to set¬

tle all such strlkes. what will thc end be?
There is an alarmlng sentiment in this

rountry ln favor of government control
i>f .verythlng, and President Roosevelt
bas greatly encouraged and raliie-d it.

fte began by urglng the people to give
fo Congress thc constitutional rlght to
tontrol trusts. and he made many

fpeeches throughout tho country in favor

©f that revolutionary doctrine. Thls was

.ollowed by his efforts to settle the coal
.trlke, and it is not to be doubted that
Jf the President had been clothed with
^be authority of law, he would have ex-

ercised it and forced one side or tho other
into subjection long ago. If he had had
the power his appeals would have been
orders. and he would have seen to it
lhat his orders were obeyed.
Many people aro doubtless devoutly

a-i.ning that the President did have the
power to end the strike. An Indlgnant
houBokeepcr recently asked her husband
."why the Proeldent didn't make those
people go to work-" But lf the Presl-

fent possessed that powsr. we should
be .a natlon of Blaves anfl not a natlon
V tree Amerlcans.
Men and nrethreii, let va think of the

welghtlcr tnatters. The coal strike is
.lvtreasmg, but let us not ln our dlstress
seek a remedy that would he woree than

tfee disease. There 1# something more

than coal lnvolved in this strike. There
fe a treat princlple. Our very liberty
ts tovolved The litfht of men to have
UMtr property en« their prepsrty rfgktt

C mea te wark

without let or hindranee from ethers;
the rlght of men to engage ln the busi¬
ness pursults of Ufe without toterference
on tne part of ths government All these
quectlens are invoivea, and ln seeklng
for a remedy for the exlsttng evll, let
us -not overlook these great prlnclplea
aad trample them endsr foot

UNIONS SHOULD BE INCORPO-
RATEO.

wnatever may be tbe flnal result of
the contest between ths ooal miners and
the owners and operators of tbe Penn¬
sylvania minea, a contest whloh has be¬
come burdensome beyond endura-ioe to
thousand* of people who are n ro di¬
rect way lntercsted ln either side, there
has certalnly already resulted a better
understanding of ths troubles sxlsttag
between labor and capital The coofer-
ence Invlted by President Roosevelt at
least aocompllshed something ln furnlsh-
ing the public with the true lnwardness
or the oontrorersy. The people know
more about the grlevanoes of the miners
and more about the troubles of the
operators than has «v*r before been
known. The people generally know some-

tnmg or the waaknees of both sides. They
know wherein the miners are wrmg and
just v.-here the operators are at fault and
ln somo sort of way the publio will
flnally armtrate the differences, whether
tne parties to tbe contest want ar.lt.-a-
tlon or not.
The great weakneas of the United Mine

"Woraers* Union ls the sanTe as nearly _11
the other union*. Legally it is ar» lr-

responslble body or organization, not be¬
ing inoorporatad under th'e laws of the

land. Why taese unlons do not seek to
be incorporated and thus give themseives
caste we do not know. but lt ls _o plain
that incorporation would bo a sourzts of

strength as well as responsibility one ls

almost foroed to the oonclusion th_t ie-

eponsibility is tho one thing that the
union wisbes to shlrk.
Mayor Seth Low, of New Tork, recsat-

ly made a speech ln whloh he incidental-
ly touched upon the present tenlsncles
toward combination in all lines of pro-
ductlve lndustry. and after assertlng the
right of a iaboring man to soll nss labor
tnrougb a union ha said!
*Tf th© men claim the right of oollective

bargaining, and claim it under conditions
tnat lnvolve others besides th<=msslves
in heavy loss, have they a rlght to seek
this power while shirklng the respinsi-
binty that goes with power? All hist-ry
snows that power without responiiNllty
is aangerous to the welfare of sojiety.

.Should not the unlons tnat seek to con¬
trol conditions of labor all over tha land,
as has been uggested, frankly accept
the responsibl ty that ought to go with
power, and become incorporated"' lf tol-
lectlve bargaining is to take the place
of Indlvidual bargaining, as it -prohal.ly
should, in these days, ln many cases, In
the matter of labor as well as ln the mat¬
ter of commoditles, must not society in-
sist tnat all representatlves of _-ich bar-
g.Mning shall bo araenable to law?"
The wisdom and the falrness of that

pi«pos:iion carnot be questioned.
In Uiis connection the following from

the Chicago Record-Herald is interesting:
"ihe agreement reached bctv.-s.^n tbe

»Vftoiesaje Grocery Empolyes* Union and
ti'e wholesale grocers of this city repre-
str.is ainotabio advance ln the direition
ot an easier ana more amicable a<ljust-
rr.ent of the differences that cr'se be¬
tween employer and employes. it also
man s the acceptance by a trajej __lon
ct a prinoiple which many earnest
fiicnds of labor believe must ho tinl-
versally accepted before unionism can
have thc legali status and protection ac-

coraed to other industrial combines. This
is the prlnciple of incorporation.
"While the idea of incorporating traaes

unlons is not new, it is believed that the
Wholesale Grocery Employes' Union is
the first union on record which agreed
to become incorporated for the purpose
of making an agreement with emplpyers.
After incorporation under State law thls
union will acquire a legal status equal to
that of the corporations and firms -with
which lt seeks to make an agreement,
and its responsibility as a corporate body
wiTI be just as great"
Tne miners' union and all the other

unlons may be sure that the events of
the past few weeks have brought the
people generally face to face with these
organizatlons in a way that they were
never brought before, and investigation
once commenced will go on and public
opituon will ere long settle the status of
laoor lunlonism. The public will have
very little patlence with any organiza¬
tion that essays to exerclse far-reacning
power aud assumes no responsibiity
whatever. The unlons, we think, will
find that the extent of their power for
good, if not their very existence, de,
pende upon legal incorporation.

A FINE ELECTRIC SYSTEM.
The Virginia Passenger and Power

Company 'has now acquired the elec¬
tric Une between Riehmond and Peters¬
burg. The company now owns the elec¬
tric lines of Riehmond, Manchester and
suburbs, the lines in Petersburg, and the
connecting road between the two oities.
This makes a splendid system, and

operating together under one manage-
ment, the interest and convenlence of
the people ought to be well served.
Long ago The Times predicted that the

several Un'es in Riehmond would be con¬

solidated, but we did not then contera-
plate so exteneive a consolidation as has
noxv come to pass. But we do not view
tho consolidation with alarm. We know
that such a "community of! interest"
will be good for the public if the com¬

pany will be Iiberal in Its management,
and we believe that it will do Its part
to give its patrons the best service at
the lowest cost, for by such a course

tWe patronage of the road will be in-
oreased and Its proflts eweUed. Travel
on electric lines is in largs part a lua-
ury rather than a neceasUy. Tho pleas¬
ure busine?s of these roads ls very large,
and that is to be increased by givlng a

comfortable service at cheap prices, The
Passenger and Powsr Company under-
stands this full well. By and by there
will be an electric line to Norfolk and
another to Newport News. and then
there will be another big consolidation.
That will mean great development for
the entorvenlng country.

A DISTRESSING CASE.
A lady of education and reonement, who

was reared ln Riehmond, recently lost
husband and is left with three small chil¬
dren without the means of eupport »he

prays for some boaorable employment by
which she may make enough to take care

of horself and children. It U truly a <Ua-
tra.Inf ctt* t_4 Ths Ttmss la aaa-oos

Li ninn ¦ ¦ i-"-- t -M>. «he !¦

bright and capable and wllling, and we

fsei sure that she will give faithfui and

efflclent service to any pereoa whe may

give her employment.

The Wythe eouaty negroes who called
on the registrars with Ioaded shotguns.
ana flndlng about slxty well armed white
men at the polls. wiesl'y detercnlned to
turn the registartng business Into a

squirrel hunt, might have gottfen in on

the understanuing clause lf the clause
whloh tella about dlseretloa being the
better part of valor had been sjibmltted
to them.

Tbe Mormons. as a body, probably
had no more to do with the murder oi
Mrs. Pulltzer in New Tork than did the
Sultan o_>Turkey. It was a case of pure
cussedneas on the part of one Mormon,
who might have been of any other tribe

or creed.

It took that Chicago arbitration com¬

mittee a long time to find out what

pretty mucb everybody else already
knew.that the cost of living has ad¬
vanced.

And now they aro seriously talklng
about President John Mitchell as a can¬

didate for Governor of Blinois, and

strange to relate. both parties are claim-

ing him.

The Indlanapolls body snatcherg, after

taking the bodies they stole from the

graves to the medical colleges, fllled the

cofflna with ice for reburial. There ls

somettiing kind of suggestlve about sup-

plying coffins with ice.

Armour, so they say, scooped ln a mil¬

lion and a half as his part of the profits
from the September corner. And now

he does not care whether they mine coal

or not _.j__
A big boom ln the James about now

might bring down a sufaclency of drift

wood to partly relieva [the fuel situa¬

tion. :_
The alleged Russlan count, who is said

to be heading this way ajfoot and trylng
to work himself Into jails as he travela,
is probably no account outside of a Jait

Tour Unde Pierp Morgan ls out for

another slice of the earth. This tiaie he

is going to try mining at odd hours ln

India.

Adam has been nomlnafed for Con¬

gress in New York. and. of course. ex-

pects all of his descendants to vote for

him.

We might as well begin the old time

industry of picking up chips, for it seems

that mining coal is out cf the question.

The New York Democrats made a mess

of finding an issue and Iapded upon one

that the party at large wl?l not endorse.

At any rate, we need not fear a gas

famine in Riehmond. Thc, Legislature
-will be in session before very long.

With a Comment or Two.

The Republicans in Alabama T'm"0t'
let thc negro ride even in their Jim

Crow" cars! to say nothing of the band

wagon..Moblle Register.
Same way in North Carollna, and the

tendency is getting that way ln Virginia.

Fair minded people will be glad to learn
that Democratld State Chairman Sim¬
mons disapproves of the action of the reg-
istrar in Rutherford county who refused
to allow a negro minister to vote because

he spelled the word "divlde wrong.-
Raleigh Times.
Many a man has been turned away from

the east gate because he could not "di-

vide the word aright,"

Wonder if the members of the Legisla¬
ture are giving any thought to Virgmias
exhibit at St. Louis?-Richmond Times.
If they are. it is the first time.-Black-

stone Courier.
They had-better begin to think of it.

The Ume of year now approaches when
ttvir poor private secretaries will have to

begin to buckle down to work and man-

ufacture eloquence for the august mem¬

bers Of Congress.-Norfolk Virglnian-Pl-
lot
Well. thafs all right. The Congression¬

al Record foreman must have copy, you

know,

The man who planted cotton thls year
as a slngle crop ls now thlnking whether
tbe singlo crop of cotton pays, after all.

The man who diversified is preparing to

increase his acreage in all he planted last
yeai..Galveston News.
The desplsed tobacco trust brought the

farmers of Virginia to a realizatlon of

tho beauties of diversified crops.
______-*--¦.-

Remarks About Riehmond.
Newport News Times-Herald: There

seems to be a disposition in some quar-
-rs in Riehmond to blame the granu

jury even for the little lt did do.

FrederickBburg Free Lance: All eye;

are beginnlng to turn in the direction
of the great Riehmond Horse Show.
which will be held In the capital city
next week. Doubtless a vast throng
f people wil* he >' 'it'o-v1

..cady nearly the entire seating capacity
has been sold.

Newport News Press: Councilman
Crenshaw, of Riehmond, proposes to put
the saloon keeper's llcense up to $1,000.
Tho saloon man's patrons will continuo
to put the drinks down at any old
figure.

Lepsburg Mirror: Riehmond continues
to Clean up. Last week $5,000 worth of
gambling paraphernalia which had been
captured was destro'yed by fire.

Roanoke News: The members of Rich-
mond's Councils do not like the idea of
forking up the fare or waiking einca the
new Constitution went into effect Conse-
quently they alne seriously considering
an appropriation of 52,800 to pay for their
transportation. This will hardly extend to
Roanoke. as the members here consider
that there are far more important mat-
tere for which to appropriate the people's
money.

Staunton News: It ls a bad time just
now for the liquor men in Riehmond or

elsewhere in the State to holler when
their toes are trod on; it may attract to
their business the attentlon of the new
electorate, which will be greatly etrength-
.ned. as against their businees. Better
bear the evlls they know than to fly to
others they know not of.

Xewport News Fresi: Foollsh Uquor
m«-n; There are many men in Riehmond
who sell liquor and have a more correct
scnae of the proprlettet than these boy-
eitters. They undersUnd tbat lt is im-
proper to try to buy a Councilman with
tetreaate and ItdtMtt to makt aa «zM-
bittot of such aa attempt.

An Jiour With
Virginia Sdilors

The Marlon News is still worrled about
the dlsfranchlsement of Sarabo. It eays:
"The negro has been dlsfranchlsed, and

we believe lt wrong in prinoiple. Now
that the Democrats have klcked him off

the political stage, what are they going
to do for campaign buncombe? No nig-
ger ln the wood pile now."

The Staunton Spectator has eom-

menced to speak in some incomprehsn-
sible foreign tongue. It says:
"A party ln Staunton, who had been

paying J8 per month for electric llghts,
was ralsed to $19.80 per month under the
new schedule of pricea He could not

see the ralse, so he went out of tho
game"

The Farmville Herald rises to remark:

"Virginia has often borne the brunt of
battle and felt the fiercest rlght, but the
most unklndly cut of all is being given
just now by her sons who refuse to arm

themseives with the sword and ahleld
of the ballot"

At last Roanoke la gettlng to be city-
fi-ed. The Evening News. of that town.

says:
"Now that the cow question goes to

the people for final arbitrament, it is
rumored that the next 'live' subject to
be corralled will be the dog question.

The Norfolk Virginian-PUot comment-
ing upon the fact that certain Democrats
in North Carolina have declared in favor
of a division of school funds between
the races in proportion to the taxes each
pays, says: ,.',___
"It would not be surprismg if the en-

lightened sentiment of the South should
some time have to reckon with this fool
proposition. In both Virginia and North
Carolina lt has been squelched more than
once. but it seems always to bob up se-

renely again."

Alexandria Gazette: Local Republicans
mean to. have a white man's party, they
say. The work of ellmlnating the negro
from politics in the eouthern country ls

progresslng rapidly. and ls being ac-

celerated by both parties.

TRIED TO CUT HIS THROAT
A Traveling Man Who Was Suffering

from Alcoholic D°mentia.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

W^THBVLLLB. VA., Oct 10..H. B.

Hanson, a traveling man, representing
a Roanoke, Va., wholesale house, tried

to commlt suicide by cutting his throat

at Hotel Boyd this evening. His com-

panlon. C. M. Lester, tells your corre-

spondent that Hanson had beon drinking
heavily for several weeks and had stopped
suddenly; that last night he was seized
with an attack of delirium tremens, and
that he has been nervous and suffering
from delusions all day. About six o'clock,
when alone for the moment ln the hotel
lobby, Hanson cut his throat with an

ordinary pocket knife, which was quite
blunt.
His physician states that the wound

would have been undoubtedly fatal had
the knlfe been sharp. At it is his condi¬
tion is serlous: He imagines he is pur-
sued by enemles, who seek to kill him.
He has parents, brothers and sisters in
Chicago.

¦

FREIGHT TRAFFIC CRIPPLED
Coal Transferred from Freight to Pas-

.. senger Engines.
(By Associated Press.)

NORFOLK, VA., Oct. 10..The freight
traffic of the Seaboard Air Line ls al¬
most crippled by the scarcity of coal. To-
day the coal that was aboard freight
engines was removed to passenger G_»»

gines and only enough was secured to
run the southbound train from Norfolk
to-night. The line's shops are buay
charges on account of the coal scarcity.
The combined street railway system of

Tidewater. VIrgina, is depending largely
upon refuse coal and scrap wood from
the large mills for fuel and have charter-
ed barges and tugs to gather the sampr
Their shutdown would put Norfolk,
.Portsmouth, Newport News, Hampjfc,
Berkley and adjoining suburbs ln dark¬
ness and stop cars and ferrles. The
tugboat owners met to-nght and raised
charges on account of the coal scarcity.

_......

FI5H FACTQRY EXPLQSION
Roofs Blown Offand Machinery Dam*

aged.Man Fatally Hurt.

(Special Dispatch to The Times.)
WARSAW, VA-, October 10..Between

two and three thousand dollars' dam-

age was done to-day to the Indlan Creek
FIsh Guano Company building. sltuated
on Indian Creek, Northumberland county,
by the explosion of a large cooler, which
was caused by the accumulation of gas.
The threo large roofs of the bullding

were compietely destroyed, the machin¬
ery was considerably damaged, but it ls
thought that work can be resumed ln
a few days .

A laborer was fatally injured.
*

In Jail for Shootlng.
(Special Dispatch to The Times.)

CHATHAM, VA., Oct. lO.-Bob Good.
colored, ls in jail here awaiting the ac¬

tion of the grand jury for shooting elght-
year-old Walter Mahan. also colored,
near Plttsville, Monday. Good Is elghteen.
and claims lt was accidental. The wound
made by the pistol is serious.
A coat of paint is now being put on

the, courthouse inside and out

WeCombitie QuaKty
With Low Prices.

You can prove this by a vtait to our

Sbcw-rooms, when you will soon be aa»

sured that it is possible to purchase a

HIGH-GRADB VEHICLE AT A MOD-
ERATE PRICE- From tha modest Busi¬
ness Wagon to the graceful Vlctortas,
out stock is coniplete.
EARNESS of all grades.
IUuetrated catalogueg mailed with pleaa-

THE IMPLEMENT CO.
Nca _M_ and UM Sut Main Street, .

JUCHMOND. VA,
¦:::¦.:¦ ,¦: ¦;.¦ --.i:¦.::'. 'V;':

9
l One Year . - fK5

The Sunday Times < six Months . 75c
(Four Months 5©c

The Daily TimesloneYe-, . . .. 13.00
SUNDAY INCLUDED. I

THE INTERNATIONAL
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON

FOR OCTOBER I2th.

SUBJECT: CROSSING THE JORDAN..Joshua. iu:9-17.

GOLDEN TEXT." When thou passeth through the waters, I
will be wuh thee; and through the rivers they shall not overflow
thee..Isa. 43:2.

(By Rev. J. E. GILBERT, D. D., Secretaryof 'maricaa $oclety of Religious Education.)

THS CONTEST.The days that elapsed
after God's command to Joshua, studied
last week, were given to preparatlon..
Reuben. Gad and the half tribe of Man-
nasseh, whose possessions lay east of the
Jordan, were instructed to cros3 the
river and help their brethren and then
return. Two spies were sent to Jericho
to learn tha condition of the city and
of the surrounding country. On their
return all were greatly encouraged by
the report that the inhabitants were fear-
ful. an tndleation that God favored Is¬
rael and that the conquest might be eas¬

ily accomplished. Breaking camp at
Shittem Israel approacbed tho river and
there rested over the night,. prepared to

resume the forward movement ln the
morning. The whole assembly engaged
in religious exercises, reconsecrating the
people to God, and finally, the Lord de¬
livered a partlng message to Joshua,
(verses 7 and 8), promislng to insure suc¬

cess.

THE PLEDGE.CVerses 9 and 10.) The
first five verses of our Iesson contaln
Joshau's addres3 to the people in two
sections. He invited all to assemble about
him and hear what the Lord had said
to him, and then pledged the presence
of God as they entered Canaan, declar-
Ing that He would drive out the seven

nations then inhabiting the land, (Ex..
xxxiii:2). This was a reiteration of what
had been promlsed many times. At that
particular moment it was a most wel¬
come mepsage, the ground of faith to
all. Without it every one would have
been faint-hearted. It was highly im¬

portant that this expeditlon should be
undertaken in a right spirit. Every
man must learn to look up and to ex-

pect help from above. Then the reli¬
gious life of the nation would be quick-
ened, and the purpose of God would be
promotcd,.to raise up a people for him¬
self to be used by him in the accom-

pllshment of far reaching designs among
other peoples in all after centuries. It
was a sublime exhibition of confidence
when Joshua made this pledge and it
was accepted by Israel.
THE ¦METHOD.(Verses 11. 12, 13.) The

remalnder of Joshua's address was oc-

cupled with an acpunt of the method
of crosslng the Jordan. This was to dq
orderly so aranged as still further to

express the faith of the people ln God
and cultlvate their feeling of depend-
ence. There were three features. each
important; Flrst. The ark of the cove-

nant should go first into the Jordan.
borne by the priests. (Verse 6.) That
signified divine precedence and leader-
ship. Surely the peop'e would not fear
to follow the ark. which contained the
charter of the nation. Second. As soon

as the feet of the priests should rest in
Jordan the waters would be dlvlded and
a highway would be prepared for all to
pass over to the other side. This would
be a miracle like that which enabled
Israel to cross the Red sea on leaving
Egypt, (Ex.. xlv: 21), a proof of God's
presence. Third. Twelve men, one from
each tribe. should be setected to witness
and afterward to testlfy to these oc-

curences. The method of procedure vir-
tually placed the entire expedition under
the direction of Jehovah, so thatTsrael
might forever after know that God led
them into the land.
THE PASSAGE.(Verses 14, 15, IS.) The

speech of Joshua ended, the rest of thls
third chapter is hlstory, a record of
what actually transplred. The precise
method, as before outlined. was fol¬
lowed and the results were as predicted.
First came the priests bearing the ark
of the covenant, and behind them at a

prescribed distance were the people.
(Josh., iii:4.) The intervenlng space gave
emphasis to the promise of presence and
guidance. When the priests dipped their
feet ln the waters of the Jordan andln-
visible power stayed their flow. The up¬

per waters coming down from the_sea
of Galilee, stood and rose belngln-
creased by the flood from above and
spread out over the surrounding country,
while the waters below continued their
course to tha Dead Sea. (Gen., xiv:3.)
There was thus opened a passage way
from bank to ,bank, along which the '

hosts might march, the three millions
into their promised possession. With¬
out human power all this was accom¬

plished. The prediction of Joshua and
the promise of Jehovah were fulfllled.
It must have been with much" exhilara-
tion that the throng pressed forward in
the prepared pathway, all doubt and fear
dismissed. _,.

THE DEFENSB.(Verse 17.) On reach-
lns the middle of Jordan tho priests
stood still, holding tho ark of tho covenr
ant. On their right hand were the up-
heaved waters a wall keeping back the
floods, On their left was the open
bed of the river spreadlng away towards
the south. Before them waa Canaan.
and behind them waa Moab. Pressing
onwsrd on either side wera the men.
women, children, cattle and other pos¬
sessions of Israel. And there they ie-

mained until all had gone over. This
was th« mode of defense. An' object
leeson waa presented to every soul. It
was God who protectad His people while

_

they haatened with Joyful-step toward'
the land of thsird hopes. (Fsalm. xxiU:«.>
His mlghty hand interposed so that the
floods did ,not overwhelm them. The
spectaele ought to have made a power¬
ful and' lastlng Impresslon upon. every
mind. Thenceforward that ark ought to
have been chertshed as 'the'. ene most
saered thing. and with feeUngs at ven-
etntton and UwnkagMv ererjr ay»

J ought to harte tarMft trnrt the plaoe

where the saered chest was deposited.
(Josh., vi:_.) What wonder that this
ark was carried with confidence into
battle.
THE TWELVB-(Verses 1 and 2E.) The

trlbai Idea entered largely Into Blbllcal
history. Begtnnlng with the sons of
Jacob, who were blessed by their father
at the time of hla death, (G«n., xhx:3-28>,
the famtlies were kept distlnct all
through the sojourn ln Egypt and the
exodus and wandering. They were plant¬
ed ln Canaan as a saered confederacy,
united but ever separate, They made
possible ln the national life traits of
character and Xorms of achievement
which otherwise would not have been
attained. Even the Christian Church,
the new Israel, was built on the idea,
there being twelve apostles, (Math., x:l),
on whom rested the foundatlons of the
kingdom. (Eph., 11:20.) In the pasaage
of the Jordan the tribes were also rec¬

ognlzed, One man of the common peo¬
ple was selected out of each trihs- to be
tha last that should cross the river. It
ls supposed that tha twelve stood about
the priests who bora tho ark. witnessing
all the events of the day, and then that
they retired to express to all thclr nelgh-
bors and children the sense of profound
gratitude that filled their hearts.
THE STONES.(Verses 3, 4, 5.) Those

twelve men did not leave tha bed of the
Jordan empty-handed. With the tramp
of conquerers they marched after the
ark, each bearing upon his shoulder a.

huge boulder, taken out of the place
where the feet of the prists had rested.
Thls was done at the command of Jos¬
hua, who must have received the order
from God. It was part of the method
by which the crossing was effected, the
real design in the appolntment of the
twelve men. (Joshua, 111:12.) Twalve
stones, twelve men. twelve tribes! The
number was saered. Ishmael had
twelve sons. (Gen., xvit:_0.) There were
twelve wells of water at Elim, (Ex.,
xv:27), and twelve bowls and twelve
spoons were devoted to the altar. (Numb.,
vll:S4.) Solomon had twelve officers
over Israel. (1 KIngs, iv:7.) Elisha
plowed with twelve yoke of oxer (1
Kings, xix:19.) Twelve goats were a

completa sin offering. (Ezra. vl;17.)
There are twelve gates ln the new Jeru-
salem. (Rev., xxl:l-.)
THE MONUMENT.(Verses 6 and 7.)

These stones from the bed of Jordan
wero carried to Gilgul, (Josh., iv:20), a

place ln the valley near Jerlcho, the slta
of the flrst camp of the Israelltes ln
Canaan. There they were bullded to¬
gether ln a heap, a klnd of rude monu¬
ment. designed to commemorate the paa-
sage over tha river. In like manner lt
was customary, and it ts to thls day ln
all parts of the east, to erect some sult-
able structura that wtU tell to postexity
the important events of the post. Jacob
dtrected his brethtern to gatber stotfes
(Gen., xxxl:46), in testimony of the
reconcillatlon between him end Labon.
his father-in-Iow. It was announced
that the heap at GUgal should be a me¬
morlal to all after generaUons. The
children, on asklng their origln and alg-
nlflcance, should be Informed. In tht*
way the wonderful deed should be kept
ln memory. 'transmitted by word -of
mouth from century to century through
all the future years, awakening -the
spirit of reverence and gratitude.
THE REFLECTIONS-Let the student

slt down by himself ln a quiet place and
suffer the events of the lesson to pass
slowly through the mind, and let each
point be held in studlous contemplatlon.
Among other reflectlons these will doubt-
le$s ocour:

1. Those who would bring great things
to pass must rlse early and obaerve the
Lord's wyi.

3. Israel followed the priests because
they followed the ark; we must follow
minlsters as they follow Christ.

3. We cannot go far astroy in keep¬
ing the ordlnances of God. In dolng eo
we need not fear the rivers of trouble.
or the mountalna of dlfflculty, or the
hosts of opposing foee.

4. Even when no ark i» present, where
there is nothing appeallng to the sense*
tho Lord still goes before his people.

5. Ae Israel went through Jordan dry
shod, so may we pass through many dan-
gera unharmed. ____."_

6. God's wonderful works ought to be
kept ta remembrance. The fathers ought
to publish them to their children. (Deut.,
vl:7.)

¦

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOLS
Interesting Meeting of the Assodatton

To-Morrow.Religious Items.
Tbe (Baptist Sunday School Association

of Riehmond and Manchester will hold

Its regular monthly end quarterly meet¬

ing on next Sunday afternoon at 3:30
o'clock at tbe Grace Street Baptist
Church. Tha occasion wiU be in the na-

ture of a"'_all rally," and thsre will be
special rauslo and exercisee. Rev. L «i
Boyles will delirer an address, and hla
subject will be *"T_e Other Half"
Tbe Minlsterial Union of Riehmond.

Manchester and viclnity will aaest Mon¬
day at U o'clock In the parlor of tho
Young Men's Christian Association.
This wtu be the flrst meeting of the

Asaaelation slnee the sumsaer vacattea
end- several nuwftsrs of impertanee will
be up fer aieeuseien. It ts highly prob-
eble that tbe muatdpel attentlon wili re>
ceire e certain portion o< ths attaotloa
of the body. Or. a & atrtcklsr. s. u»-
too ThsateHn-l tafeMft w__ mfl m

paper on "The Modera Tren-J sff Mfc
glous Thought."
Dr. W. S. Hatcher t.ft the city yaster_sy

for CharlottesvUle and other polntsi Jtg
will be et Fatls Church. n«arWeshlngto%
to-morrow, but will return to Riehmond
ln time to attend the meeting of the
Educational Commission next Tuesday.
Dr. Hatcher Is worldng in the lntermH

ot the Virginia Institute at Bristol. and.
It is understood, has already seouxee
pledges to the extent of 110,000.

Riehmond. Va., October S, 1901
We. the sommlttee appointed by the

Executive of tha W. C. T. TJ. of Vir¬
ginia regarding the charge made against
the general oftlccrs, wish through thg
press to posltively refute such charges.
and hereby endorse the full exptanatloii
made from the platform Thursday rnorn*
ing, October 2d.

mrs. r. h. jones,
mrs. wm. c. patnb
mrs r. a. r-ck3,.

>. mess" lona kern.

The eomer-stone of the new Flrst
Baptist Church of Newport News will
be laid In about two weeks. When CoPS-
pleted, the church. of w'ru.-.h tho R«»v.
J. W. Porter is pastor, will be one at the
handsomest ln the South.
Mr. Porter writes that t&e new Bay*

tlst Academy at Newport News opens
with every prospect for success. ProC
Ligon and Prot. Frazer ate making S
fine impression upon the people.

CHURCH N0TICES.
BAPTIST.

GROVE-AVENTJB BAPTIST CHURCH
(Grove Av«nue and Boech Street).Rev.
J. B. HAWTHORN. D. D. pastor..Ths
pastor will preach! at 11 A. M. and 8 P.
M. Subject of mornlng sermon, Lo.
View of the Preeent Situation ln Rieh¬
mond, What Is the Christian and Fa-
triotlc duty of Every CitizenT* Subject
for evening. "An Ideal Life.Spirit, Soul
and Body Preserved Blameleas." Sunday
school at 3:30 A- M.

__, _.,_----
LEIGH-STREST BAPTIST CHURCH

(corner Twenty-flfth and Lelgh Street
on Broad-Street line. Traction Railway).
M. ASHBY JONES. pastor..Preaching at
11 A. M- and 8 P. M. by the pastor. Sub¬
ject of morning sermon. "Demands of th«
Kingdom": evenlng, "Soarco of Success
in Life." Sunday school at 9:30 A. M._
FIRST BAPTIST CHTJRCH (CORNER

Tweltfh and Broad Streets)..Worshlp ac

11 A. M. and S P. M. The pastor. Dr.
COOPER, will preach ln the mornlng on
"The Great Power of a Great Ideal. At
night Dr. C. S. GARDNER will preach.
Bible school .at 9:30 A. M. All made cor-

dl^COWNT?BAPTIST CHURCH (COR-
ner Sixth and Main Streets)-RevW. R.
L. SMITH, pastor..Preaching by the pas¬
tor at 11 A. M. and S P. M. Sunday
school meets at 9:30 A. M.

^_____ _._

THJ> REGULAR MONTHLT AND
quarterly meeting of the Baptist Sunday-
School Association of Riehmond and Man¬
chester will be held next Sunday after¬
noon at the Grace-Streat Baptist Church
at 3:30 o'clock. Rev. I. a BOJLEfliwlll
make an address. subject, "The Other
Half." and a programme df speoel muato
has been arranged. As thls wfll be the
fall rally meeting a cordlal Invrtatlon to
attend ls extended to all.

W. D. DUKE, President.
Alf. H McDowell. Secretary.

METHODIST.
_

BROAD-STRETET M. E. CHUmCH
Ccorner of Broad and Tenth Streets).Rev.
W. B. BEAUCHAMP, paator.-Servlcee
Sunday at 11 A. M. and 8:15 P. M. by the
pastor. Mornlng subject, "iUigets Un-
awares"; evening, "Tha ChurcTt or the
Saioon." Sunday school at 9:30 A. 31.
MId-week service Wednesday evening at
S:15 o'clock. Epworth League Frlday eve¬

nlng at 8:15 o'clock. A cordlal Invitatlon

"st"'JAMES M. E. CHURCH (TWBN-
tv-ninth and Marshall Streets).Rev JO¬
SEPH D. LANGLET. pastor.-Preachtng
by the pastor at 11 A._JI. and 8 P- M.
Morning subject, "Our Father : evenlng.
"Lest We Forget." Sunday school meets

ai^TON-STATION M. E. CHURCH.-
Rev. JOHN HANNON, D. D.. pastor.--
Presdhlna- at 11 A. M. and 8 P. M. Dy£v!g_&T.D CO!_Lp-3.ofthe^t;
more Conference. Sunday school rnaets
at 9:30 A. M. Revivai services continued

^FAntMOUNTkM. R CTTLTtCH-BEV.
, J. 6~BABCOCK. pastor.Preachingr atjtt
A M and 8 P. M- by tne pastor^Iorn-
in«- subiect. "The Cross and the Crown":
evenlng e^TheT Touch of Two Worlds/^
Sunday school meets at 9.30 A-M. Ep-
trorth League meets at 7 P. M. The DUBj
Uc is cordlaliy invtted to any or all ot
these services.

("frtRISTIAN
3BVENTH-STREET CHRISTIAN

CHURCH (corner of Seventh andGracs
Streets)..Services Sunday at U A. M. ana
s-15 P M-. conducted by tha pastor. Rev
PAREfY _j. MORGAN. Sunday school
nneets at 9:30 A- M. Christian Endeavor
Society meets ln lecture-room at 7:30 P.
M Saats free and a cordlal wetcoma ax-

tended to all. especlally strangers and
those who have no church h^a,..-
WEST-HND CHRISTIAN CHU*CH

(on Morris Street between Main and Ptoyd
Avenue)..Owing to the absence of tne
pastor there will be no preaching- at the
mornlng or evening ffrvt^i ^SEKcommunkm service at 2_A-, M. Bunday
school at 9:30 o'clock. Christian Endeav-

orsa*7_*RRMSBTT__wA;_.
CHURCH OF THE COVENANT (OOR-

ner Park venue and Harrison Street).
Rev. J. CALVIN STEWART, D. I>.. pas¬
tor.Divtae services to-morrow st 11 A.
M and 8 P. M.. preaching by the pastor.
Sunday school at 9:30 A- M- Mid-week
service Wednesday at 8 P. M._,
SECOND PRESBTTERIAN CHURCH.

Dr RUSSELL CECII* peator..Preach-
in* by the V^jggf.-* * * *

THB MONUUBSTA1 OKUBCSI
fBroad Street below Tweifth).Rev. W. 1_
EVANS, D. D., reotor..Service* Sunday
mornlng at 11 o'olock end afternoon et e

°STCl£'PAirL'3 EPISCOPAI* CHURCH
(corner Seventh and Grace Stre?ts>..Di¬
vine services at IX A. M. to be conducted
by Rev. S. A. WALLia. of the .Theologi¬
cal Seminary. Va.. and at 9 P. M. by Rev*
WM. B. -TrAN* rsctor or tbe stonu-

i mentel. _. _._.CHBIST XPISCOPAX. CHliB<-H.-.»W3-
nar services Sunday at 11 A. M- and 1
P. M. Pulpit w«l be fllled mernin*«d
rJrht by tn» rector Rev. O. OTI|MEADE. Wednesday nlght fKrvice .»¦
o'clock. Toung Men's Brotaerhoodi Tnss*
day at» P. Jf- Sunday school svery Sun¬
day morning at »:30 odoefc. AU wel-c^med. MlSflhTsn. of Norfolk, Va wiU
sing "S*oar Me Thy Wgys. O lord."
HH XJCTHSKAS.

""** t^syL^JtSEPfft __Ti__;
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